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Yale University. 



C. F. Tucker Brooke. 



'Never less Alone than when Alone.' 

To the Editors of Mod. Lang. Notes. 

Sirs : — Professor Cook, in a note in an earlier 
number of this journal, 1 suggests as the ultimate 
source of the line quoted above, Cicero, De Be 
Publ. i. 17. 27 — a work the only known ms. of 
which, as he observes, was not discovered until 
the early part of the nineteenth century. Pro- 
fessor Allen next showed {Mod. Lang. Notes, 
xxiv, 123) that the phrase occurs also in the 
De Offieiis, and added that "there seems to be no 
need of any ' intermediary ' to account for its in- 
troduction into English literature" (cf. also, Mod. 
Lang. Notes, xxiv, 226). The existence of inter- 
mediaries, however, is clear enough. The phrase 
occurs, for instance, in that excerpt from the 
"golden book" of Theophrastus in St. Jerome, 8 in 
which the Middle Ages so rejoiced. The wise man, 
Theophrastus points out, does not need a wife for 
company: "Sapiens numquam solus esse potest. 
Habet secum omnes qui sunt, qui umquam fuerunt 
boni, et animum liberum quocumque vult, trans- 
fert. Quod corpore non potest, cogitatione com- 
plectitur. Et si hominum inopia fuerit, loquitur 
cum Deo. Numquam minus solus erit, quam cum 
solus erit. " It is perhaps worth noting that both of 
the lines which Professor Cook cites from Drum- 

1 Mod. Lang. Notes, xxiv, 54-55. 
9 Epistola adversus Jovinianum (Migne, Patrol, lot., xxiii, 
cols. 276-78). 



mond of Hawthornden's Urania have — through 
the "loquitur cum Deo" — their counterpart in 
Theophrastus : 

Through solitare, yet who is not alone, 
But doth converse with that eternal love.' 

John Livingston Lowes. 

Washington University. 



The Caedmon Ms. 



To the Editors of Mod. Lang. Notes. 

Sirs : — Professor John M. Manly during his 
recent visit to England made arrangements with 
the Oxford University Press for the reproduction 
in facsimile of the Caedmon manuscript in the 
Bodleian Library. The manuscript consists of 260 
large pages, and is of especial interest not only on 
account of the importance of the text and the 
very remarkable illustrations, but because of the 
system of metrical points, which cannot be studied 
to advantage without exact reproduction. The 
University Press have agreed to issue a collotype 
to subscribers at five guineas net ; only one hun- 
dred copies will be published, and it is likely that 
the reproduction will increase in value with the 
lapse of time. 

In cooperation with Professor Manly and Pro- 
fessor G. L. Kittredge I brought the undertaking 
before the Modern Language Association of 
America at the Eastern meeting at Cornell Uni- 
versity ; a resolution was unanimously passed 
commending the enterprise to American scholars 
and university libraries, and requesting the Com- 
mittee on the Reproduction of Early Texts to 
make preliminary arrangements for publication. 
In accordance with this resolution, I am now 
issuing a circular with a form of subscription at- 
tached, which I shall be glad to send to anyone 
interested. Applications will be filled in the order 
in which they are received, and the subscription 
list will be closed as soon as one hundred names 
are registered ; although no general appeal has yet 
been made, I have already between twenty and 
thirty names on the subscription list. 

J. "W. CUNLIFFE, 

Chairman of the M. L. A. Committee for the Beproduction 
of Early Texts, Department of English, University of 
Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin. Feb. 19, 1910. 



* Among his examples (in the note preceding the one 
referred to above) of the use of "scabbard" in the sense 
of "body," Professor Cook has not included Dante's 
lines : 

Entra nel petto mio, e spira tue, 
Si come quando Marsia traesti 
Delia vagina delle membra sve. 

Par. 1, 19-21. 
And compare Chaucer, Envoy to Scogan, 11. 38-39. 



